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N Tueſday the 5th of December, 
1738, at Nine o Clock in the 
Morning, at the Sn in then. 
Court of King s- Bench in Midaleſex, be- 
fore the Right Hon. Sir William Lee, 
Kut. Lord Chief Fuftice of that Court, 
came on the remarkable Trial before 2 
Special Jury of Gentlemen, of a Cauſe 
in which. Theophilus Cibber, Gent. was 
Plaintiff, * and William Super, Eſq; was 
Defendant. ET | 
The Declaration (which was opened by 
the Junior Council for the Plaintiff). War 
for Aſſaulting, Raviſhing, and carnallyſ 
knowing Suſanna Maria Cibber, the Plain- 
tiffs Wife: And this was laid, to be done 
at three ſeveral Periods of Time, at divers 
Days between ſuch a Day, to ſuch a Day ¶ St 
at each Pertod; whereby (the Declaration 
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faid) the Plaintiff loſt the Company, C 
Comfort, Society, Aſſiſtance, Sc. of his ro 
Wife, to his Damage of FIVE THOU-W C: 


Sa POUNDS. | 
SNN II 


SP. 
ne Council for the Plaintiff were. 
r. Solicitor General, Mr. Hollings, Ser- 
Peant Aar, Mr. Marſh, Mr. Denniſon, 
Band Mr. Lawſon. The Council for the 
WDefendant were Serjeant Eyre, Mr. Noel, 
Mr. Lloyd, Mr. Murray, and Mr. Barna- 
; Byway 52 
25 here proper to let the Reader un · 
derſtand that this Trial is not taken in the 
very Words at length; as is ſometimes done 
hen a Short- hand Writer can be conve- 
aiently placed. But the Perſon who attend- 
xd on this Occaſion, was at ſuch Diſadvan- 
zge, that he was forced to take it in an 
abridged Way; writing down the Subſtance 
of it as well as he could: We thought good 
o mention this, that we may not be under- 
ſtood to impoſe on our Readers; nor to in- 
jure the great Men concerned : We there- 
fore hope that neither the learned Gentle- 
men at the Bar, nor the Court, will be 
Woffended, that we cannot do them full 
ay Juſtice in Printing at length che very good 
Arguments on both Sides, and his Lord- 
= excellent Charge to the Jury. 
r. Solicitor General, (—Strange, Elq;) 
Stated the Caſe for the Plaintiff, and (a- 
among many other things) obſerved to the 
Court and we” pet that the Injury done 
to the Plaintiff was of the moſt tender 
Concern to his Peace of Mind, Happineſs, 
andHopes of * and was the — 
a 2 0 


20 
of all Injuries for which he could come 
before them to ſeek a Recompence or 8a. 
tisfaction in Damages; and that indeed it | 
was impoſſible to give a pecuniary Satis- 
faction adequate to the Injury: For that no 
Sum of Money could reſtore a Man'“ 
Tranquility of Mind. But that the Plain- 
tiff muſt reſt upon ſuch Remedy as the 
| Law had given him. 4 
Hle farther obſerved (upon the Plaintiffs: 
being @ Player) that it is true the Plaintiff? 
was a Player, but he was alſo a Gentleman; 
being well deſcended, and having had a li- 
beral Education; that the Plaintiff himſelf! 
was a very goqd Player; that his Father 
was well known to all Gentlemen who de: 
lighted in Theatrical Entertainments, to 
be of the firſt Figure in that Profeſſion, 
and an Author too; that the Plaintiff's? 
Grandfather was the beſt Statuary of his 
Time; and that the Plaintiff by the Mo - 
ther's Side, was related to William of Wic- 
ban; and in right of that Pedigree, had 
received his Education upon a Foundation 
of that great Man. H 
He ſaid he knew it was attempted by 
ſome, to have the Players conſidered in 2 
Matter of this Nature, as not upon the 
lame Footing with the reſt of the Subjects; 
as if it were more lawful to invade their? 
Properties, than thoſe of other People; 
but he knew no Law that deprived them 


of 


UNA. 
of thoſe Comforts, or of thoſe Rights 
which other Subjects ought to enjoy: That 


the Stage had been cheriſhed and encou- 
2 by the politeſt and wiſeſt States, as a 
Sc 


School of Virtue and good Morals; and 
that many received good Leſſons, and Im- 
preſſions from what they hear at the Thea- 
tre; hg perhaps do not incline to go ſeek 


for Inſtruction elſewhere. 


That there had been a good deal of Pains 
taken to ſpread a Report about Town, as if 
the Plaintiff had been conſenting to the 
Wrong the Defendant had done him; but 
this was only to blaſt the Credit of the 
Plaintiff's Cauſe before the Tryal; and that 
it might come with Prejudice before the 
Jury. That his Brief inſtructed him, that 

there could not be the leaſt Colour or Sha- 
dow of Proof to ſupport ſuch a Surmiſe. 

Mr. Sollicitor General alſo ſtated the 


Evidence for the Plaintiff, in Part as it 


comes from the Plaintiffs Witneſſes in the 
following Pages ; but as to part of what 
comes from Mr. Carter of Kenſington, it 
doubtleſs was never mentioned in his Brief. 


As to the principal Facts he mentioned, the 


Witneſs Mr Hayes looking through a Hole 
in a Wainſcoat Partition, which parted Mr 
Hayes's Cloſet from a Room in which the 
Defendant and Mrs Cibber were together; 
and that through that Hole Mr Hayes at 
ſeveral different Days and Times ſaw them 


guilty 


C6) 
guilty of Criminal Familiarities, and in ſuch 
Acts and with fuch Circumſtances, and 
particularly the laſt Time, he, Mr Hayes, 
ſaw ſuch a Sight, as he ( Mr Sollicitor) 
would leave to the Witneſs to tell; for it 
* to be related but once. 

r Hollings allo ſpoke very well on the 
ſame Side, pathetically obſerving to the 
Gentlemen of the Jury the miſchievous 
Conſequence of ſuffering a Man to com- 
mit {uch an Injury to the married State 
without being obliged to repair it in Da- 
mages; that ; Plaintiff was an Engliſh- * 
man, and as ſuch, had Rights which ought ! 
not to be invaded, particularly in the 4 
ſent Inſtance; that he had brought his 
Complaint before a Jury of Engliſh Gen- 
tlemen; and he (Ar Hollings) did not 
doubt, that they would give the Plaintiff 
proper Damages. | 
- 'The Plaintiff's Council then proceeded 
to call their Witneſles: And Firſt, to 
prove the Marriage between the Plaintiff 
and his Wife, they called Mrs Brett, but 
ſne did not appeat at this Time. 

Note, She appeared in the Afternoon, 
as will be mentioned bereafter. 
The Plantiff's Attorney then named Mr 
Cibber, the Plainif* Fat ber, <who be- 
ing preſent in Court, was ſworn, His 
Evidence was in Subſtance as follows : 
Do you know of the Plaintiff's being 
married to his preſent Wife? Mr 


471. 

Mr Cibber. 1 was not at the Marriage, 
but I am as well convinced that they were 
married, as that I my felf was married. I 
was againſt the March, | 
L Why were you againſt the Match ? 
Mr Cibber. Becauſe fie had no Fortune, 

© Did they at firſt live happily together? 
Mr Cibber. They did live happy, very 
happy, much happier than I expected; 
for I was averſe to the Match. 

© How long did they live thus happi- 
ly together ? 
| N Cibber. About three Years; within 
that Time they had two Children, which 
are-both dead. 
Did Mr Cibber, the Plaintiff, during 
that Time, ſupport her well and liberally, 
as became an affectionate Husband, 

Mr Cib ber. He did, even to Profuſion. 
I often admeniſhed him about it; and ad- 
viſed him to retrench his Expences; for I 
thought them a good deal too large for his 
Condition, or 1 < he was able to afford: 
He made her ſeveral valuable Preſents of 
Rings and Jewels Wi 
| Is not Mrs Cibber a good Adrels ? 
And how did ſhe become ſo ? IG | 

Mr Cibber. When they married She 
was a Singer, but there were better Voices. 
I thought herVoice not the beſt ; and if not 
beſt, it is nothing, I thought ic might 
poſſibly do better for ſpeaking. Lacked her 
* eee Hucband 
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Husband if he had ever heard her attempt 
to ſpeak a Part? he ſaid he had; and that 
| ſhe did it very pretily. 1 tried her, and 
| was much ſurprized to find her do it ſo 
very well. 5 
Did not her Husband take Pains to 
inſtruct her? 
Mr Cibber. I believe I was the Perſon, 
who chiefly inſtruQed her; I ſpent a good 
deal of Time, and took great Delight in 
it : for ſhe was very capable of receiving 
Inſtruction. In forty Years Experience, 
| that I have known the Stage, I never 
| knew a Woman at the Beginning ſo capa» 
[/ ble of the Buſineſs, or improve ſo faſt. - 
| ©. When did you firſt hear of any 
Difagreement in the Family ? | 


r. Cibber. Soon after he came from 
[| France ; about laſt April. 


Mr. Fleetwood, Maſter of Drury-lane 
Playbouſe was ſworn. 


©. Sir, Do you know the Plantiff*s 
Wite? Is ſhe a good Player? 
Mr, Fleetwood. Yes, Sir, I think her a 
[| good Player for her Time. 
| What Salary did you give her? 
What Advantages did ſhe bring to her 
1 Husband? 4 
Mr Fleetwood. She played three Sea- 
ſons : For the Firſt, her Salary wavan hun- 
dred Pounds, and ſhe had a Benefit. 
„ 
- Ws | x 


LI FJ. 
Mr Heetwood. I can't be particular, be- 
cauſe 1 have not looked into the Accounts 
Jon this Occaſion: If Thad known I ſhould 
Jhave been examined to this, I could have 
been particular: I believe it might be o- 
bout an hundred Pound. ande 
Well, Sir, the ſecond Tear? 
Mr Heetwoad. The ſecond Tear, Sir, 
gave her two hundred Pounds Salary, and 
he had a Bene fit. | 

= © What was that Benefit worth? 
3 Mr Fleetwood: That muſt haue been a 
Nod deal better than a hundred Pound. 

FF ©-Then, the third Year ? | 
Mr Fleetwood. Her Salary the third 
Near Was two hundred Pound, and "the 
ad a Benefit. 4 W 

What was that worth? 
Mr Fleetwood, I believe it muſt have 
Peen worth a hundred and fifty Pound; for 
She grew much in the Favour of the 
Town, and twas a very good Bene fit. 


Note, The Examination to theſe Mat- 
ters was at firſt oppoſed by the Deſen- 


2 dans Council; as not being ſupport- 
x | ed bythe Declaration; but the Plain- 

=  7if Council inſiſted, that it being 
5 laid in the Declaration, that by the 
n- . Means there" alledged, the Plantiff 


had loſt the Aſſiſtance of his Wife, 
be had a Rig bt to prove the Loſs he 
B ſuftained 


[ 10 ] 
iftained by the Defendant's t1king 
_ off the Stage, and the Quantum 


F that Loſs. Au of thas Opinion 
. was the Court: ſo Mr Fleetwood 
- Was-examined as above. The Pe- 
fendant's Counci] inſi ted, that no- © 
thihg bert appeared that the Defen- 
- Gant had taken ber off the Stage, and 
they Croſs- examined. Mr Fleetwood. 


© Sir, how comes it her Mrs Cibber 
does not play this Staſun n 

Mr Fleetwoid. Becauſs we could not a+ : 
gree upon the Terms. I would not come | | 
up to her Term. | 

What were her Terms? -  - .. | 

Mr Fleetwood. She inſiſted 1 to have as. 
good a Salary as any Woman in the Houle, 
and the fiſt Benefit. 

©. Perhaps ſhe e much ; is ſhe 
not as good a Player as any in the Houſe? | 

Mr. Fleetwood. I can't ſay that, I can't 
pretend to determine that: I have got 
more Money by Mrs Clive. 

. Mr Quin, Mr Johnſon, and ſome others 
Were called forthis Purpoſe ; but the Court 
WAS of Opinion, Was now. proper fe or te 
Plaintiff's. Council to Hale their 1 1 
cipal Fat. 

Mrs Hayes: was * 155 
Mrs Hayes, pray give my Lord and 
che Jury an Account of the ae 

ane 
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4 and Mrs Cibber's coming to your Houſe. 
1 Do you know Mrs, Hopſon& 
d Mrs. Hayes. Les, Sir, it was juſt this 
Day Twelve-month, the fifth of Decem- 
-er, that Mrs _ came into my Lodg- 
1 ings. I live in Blue-croſs-ftreet, Leiceſter- 
4 fields; on the Saturday Mrs Hopſon came 
j. to my Houſe and took my Lodgings; ſhe 
beat them down as low as ſhe could; for 
er I the ſaid ſhe was a ſingle Woman, and 
| ſhould give but very little Trouble, ſhe 
a+» I had nobody to come after her, buta Gentle- 
e man and à Gentle woman that would-come 
- IF to {ec her ſometimes. She had the Lodg- 
| äings for ſeven Shillings a Week; two 
as. Rooms on the firſt Floor; there was a. 
e, Bed in each of them; one of the Beds 
a vas & Turn-up Bed. She was to come ih 
ne on Sunday, but fhe ſent me Word, that 
e? ſhe ſhould not come in till Afonday, and 
1't: on Monday, the fifth of December, ne 
ot came in a Hackney-· Coach, and ſome Box · 
7 es and Things with her. On Sunday in 
rs the Evening a young Gentleman, whom 
rt I afterwards knew eto be Mr Sloper, cal- 


led and asked, if Mrs Hopſon had not taken 
che Lodgings, and whether ſhe was come. 
We told him ſhe had taken the Lodging, 


but that ſhe had ſent word, that ſhe ſhould 
nd not come till Monday. She lay there on 
it's Monday Night. Neither Mrs Cibber nor 


Mr Koper came that Day, but they came 
2 | ſoon 


1 
ſoon after, I think twas on Tueſday, and 
they ſupped together, and went away be- 

- tween eleven and twelve o Clock; Mrs. 
Hiopſon fat up, and let them out, and lock- 
ed the Door after them. They often came 
in the Space of fix Weeks. that Mrs. Hp | 
ſon had the Lodgings ; I believe near twen- 
ty Times They did not come together, 
but dropping in one after the other. They 
ſometimes uad de molt commonly ſup- 
ped there, Mrs Hopſon uſed to leave them 
together every Time they came; ſome- 
times an Hour, ſometimes two or three 
Hours at a Time. She often made Er- 


rands to go out to buy ſomething; and 


ſometimes ſat two Hours at a Time below | 
Stairs with mie, while they were above 


together. They ſtay'd ſometimes till One 


or Two o'Clock in the Morning; and 
how they went away I cannot tell, for I 


was in Bed at thoſe Times, but I believe % 


they uſually went in Chairs or Coaches. 
2 When they were thus left alone, did 
they uſe to faſten the Door? 1 I 


Mrs. Hayes. Yes, the Door uſed to be $ 


faſt ; Mrs Hopſon uſed. to go and knock 
at it, and they let her in; and ſometimes i 
ſhe could not get in, and uſed to come 
down Stairs again. | 
© How aid you know they were Mr, 
$S/oper and Mrs Cibber ? | 
Mrs Hayes. There was an Acquain- 


tance | 


. 
. 
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tance of mine at my Houſe one Day, when 
Mrs. Hopfen came down Stairs to me; one 
Mr Rowe; and he knew Mrs Hip/on : How 
Y do you do Mrs Hopſon ? ſays he 80 after | 
ſne was gone, I asked him who Mrs Hop- 
os was, and he told me, the was Mrs Ci. 
ber's Maid; ſo I gave her Warning, and 
let my Lodgings to another; for I did not 
like their coming. Mrs Hopſon did not 
uſually lie there o Night, except, when 
they had been there in the Evening; 


PW 


but on thoſe Nights ſhe did lie there, 

One Day after I gave Warning, Mr Sloper 

was in a great Paſſion above Stairs at ſome- 

hing, and Mrs Hopſon came to me, You 

bave made a fine Kettle of Fi of it, ſays 
2 


re ſhe. I did not know what the meant by 
1e her Kettle of Fiſh. What ib do you 
id ean ? lays I. Why there, ſays ſhe, you 
1 Rave been talking of Matters, and bes 


Hark mad at it above Stairs. She would 
Fave kept the Lodgings; but I choſe not. 
let them to another, and ſo they went 
away. | | 
Did Mr. Cibber ever call at your 
Houle, and talk with you about them? 
= Mrs Hayes. Yes, about five or fix 
Months ago, he came and asked me, if 
Mrs Hopſon had nor lodged there? I told 
im ſhe had. He asked, who came to ſee 
per, and I deſcribed them, both by their 
lothes and their Perſons; ſo he ſaid no 
nore, and went away. Mr. 


- 
. 
. 
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r Mr Hayes ſworn. —_—_ 
© Sir, give an Account of Mrs Hopſon's i 
Lodging at your Houſe, and who came to 
lee her, and what happened, E9c. x 
Nr Hayes. When Mrs Hopſon had my 
Lodgings, Mr oper and Mrs Cibber uſed i 


to come often to her, and ſhe uſed to 


* 
* 


through the Wainſcot, and could ſec Wo 
them very plain. He uſed to kiſs her, and 
take her on his Lap. On the 22d Day 
of December, 1 was looking through ; he 
took her on his Knee, lifred up her 
Clothes, and took ' down his Breeches, 2 
and took his privy Member, and put 
it in his Hand, and put it between het 
Legs. On the 12th Day of January, IP 
was locked up in the Cloſet at 6ne o'Clock In 
in the Afternoon; and he came firſt, and he 

was angry, becauſe ſhe was not come; and. 
he ſent Mrs Hopſon for her. In about two e 
Hours ſhe came. Mrs Hepſon went away, Pe 
and left them alone: So he ſpoke ſome - 
ting to her in an angry Way about Mr Fleet. 
wood; ſhe ſaid, ſhe would take away her t 
Brother from his Houſe, and, that ſhe did 
not value Mr Fleetwood. He and ſhe 
| | grew| 
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Pre Friends again; they made it up, and 
ee took her upon his Lap, took up her 
Nuothes, took down his Breeches, and put 
Mis privy Member between her Legs. I 
Mayed there longer. Between five and fix 
In che Evening, he let down the Turn- up 
ed ſoftly, the laid herſelf upon it, upon 


to Mer Back, and pulled up her Clothes; her 
; at Body. was bare. He unbuttoned his Clothes, 


Hung his Bag-wig upon a Sconce, let down 
2 2 2 his privy Member in bis 
Jand, and lay down upon her. 

. Hereupon ſome further Queſtions offer 
aas to the Fact, his Lordſhip interpoſed. 


Jles 

ſec o this Effect; 7here is: no occa/ion to be 

and ore particular; We are. not trying a Rape. 

Jay However the Witneſs did ſay there was a 
Criminal Converſation, and being a Fo- 

her eigner, he expreſs d himſelf as much. by 

hes Veſtures, as by Words Nun 1 


pu. O. Was their — Lockd? 
her 1 Nr Hayes. No, it was faſtened with 
y, IX Screw. The Holes are there to be ſeen 
ock In the Waiuſcot and the Door. 


© Who did that Screw belong to? 
A Mr Hayes. I believe it was Mrs Hide 
Pe's. I have ſeen it lying in the Cham- 


two 
vai 4 Per Window. - Lo ; 
me. - 2 How did you know who they 5 
leet Mr Ha yes. Mr. Rowe. was one Day 


t our gli he ſpoke to Mrs Hogſon; 
2 afterwards he ſaid, "he wasMrs Cibber's 
Maid. 


[ 16: ] 
Maid. Beſides Idogged them both Home in 


their Chairs: Her Chair carried her to Mr. 
Cibber's Houſe, Number 12, in little Nild- 
Court, and his Chair went to his Fathers 
Houſe in St. James s Place. After he was 
gone into the Houſe, Iasked the Chairmen | 
whoſe Houſe that was? and they told me 


old Mr. Sloper's. I had often ſeen him at the 


Tennis- Court, and knew his Name there. 


Mr. Rowe was: ſworn. 


I was one Day at Mr. Hayes s. and Mrs. 
Hopſon came in, I asked how ſhe did? L had 
you many Years before; | 

had ſeen her, I had been 
told ſhe lived with Mr. Cibber. I believe I 3 


known her for a 
and the laſt time 


told Mrs Hayes ſo . 


Furgman. My Lord, we would Leave | 


to call back the laſt Witneſs (Mr. Hayes) 
to ask him this Queſtion? Why he took the 
Pains to Dog Mr. Sloper's Chair, at that time 
of Night, to learn who he was, when he 


had known him before at the Tenni. Curt? 
Mr. Heyer being called in again, and 
the Queſtion wn to him; he anſwered | 


to this purpoſe? oa WW... 
As Mr. Sloper and Mrs. Cibber came in- 


to my Houſe, I knew them both, becauſe | 
I had ſeen him at the Tennis. Court, and 


her on the Stage; but to be the more cer- 
tain, I went and followed their Chairs, as 
I told you. | LEST dH 352 
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NA n - Carter was ſworn. 

2 Give an Account of Mr. Cibber and 
Mrs. Cibbers Lodging at your Houſe in 
J March laſt, and whether Mr. Shloper reſort- 
ed there. 

; Mr. Carter. Yes Sir, on the Second N 
March Mrs. Cibber took the Lodgings, 1 
believe for them all; there wete three 
Beds. | 

DO. Do you nth any thing of Mr. 
Gibber's Key to France, and whether 
Mr. $loper came there during his Abſcence. 

Mr. Carter. Yes, Mr. Cibber went to 
France ſoon after, and Mr. Sloper did 
Lodge there part of che time while he 
was abſent; and he lodged there again 
ſoon after Mr. Cibber came back; and 
there was a. Lodging taken for. Mr. Cib- 
er, at Blue. Grren, about a Mile and a 
Hai from Kenſington, and after Mr. Cib- 
ber, Mrs. Cibber, and Mr. & had Sup- 
ped together, Mr. Cibber had a Man with 
a Lanthorn and Candle, —— Nine 
and Ten o Clock at Night to light him to 
Blue Green. He came back to Breakfaſt 


* next Morning, and every Morni 5 and 
ſe they Dined and ſometimes Su ge- 
id ther; and he went to Blue-Green at Nis ioht 5. 
r- and Mr. Sloper, and Mrs. Cibber lay at Fay 


Houſe, oe 4 do not know what Beds 
| they lay in. When Mr. Sloper went away 
tp, from my Houſe, back to Lonuon, Mr. 

7 " Cibber 


[8] 
Cibber left Bu. Gras, and came and by 
x my Houſe. + I 
Who vows che Expences of Sei " i 


| Mr. Carter. Mr. Super did. Sometimes 
he gave my Wie 222 to lay out; at 
other times my Wife laid out what wei. 
Wr le and made a Bil of ir, and Mr. | 
N Gerben. 12 85. ru very bes "Jp 
ww D Fade. 1 
e 3 
Carter. No Sir. 4 
- Hanvab Culrot, and Ruth Calcot, be: if 
ing feverally {worn and examined, had / 
lle to ſay. 
They lived at — in Abe 5 
hamftire; Where Mr. Soper and Mm. C16. 
Luer went part of laſt Summer. They did 
not live in the Family. The amount 
their Evidence was, that Mr. Sioper and 9 
Mrs Cibber lived at the ſame Houſe at 
Burabum; they were ſure he lived there 7 
becauſe they had ſeen bim walk abroad in 


* 

L 

2 

M 
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1 

1 

4 
4 
* 
8-1 
his Slippers, and in an Undreſs. L J 
> 

© 1 
0 
* 
4 

7 


Y 
fe and Matyon being ſeverally ſw rn: 
depoſed, That they and anorher in a Coach 2 
nnn Mr. Cibber to Burna in S 


FR” M4" 24 — x 
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1 Pife, but aj ed Get | 
| tember 


T-#9.] 
ember laſt, to take away Mes. Cibber; chat 
they left the Coach in a Field and went to 
the Houſe where the and Mr.'Sloper were; 
that ſhe was in a Night-gown fitting at the 
Tea-table, and Mr. Sloper was at the other 
. in his Slippers; that Mr. Cilher 
{aid he came to demand his Wife; that 
Mr. Shoper curſed, and ſwore, and called 
MN... Cidber hard Names, but ſuffered one 
ol the Witneſſes to lead her to the Coach, 
and walked on che other ſide of her him- 
elt; that ſhe gave him a Watch out of 
her Pocket; ; on Which he ſaid, y G—w#ll 
. renienbred, abe Raſcal would have had it 
© :<//e. That they drove away with Mrs.Ciþ- 
| ber in the Coach, along with Mr. Cibber 
and two of his Aſſiſtants, the third being 
„on Horſeback. That Mr. r ſoon ©- 
4 vertook them; that he was Booted and on 
of & Horſeback; that he ſwore there was a Vil- 
4 Un in that Conch, who ſhould never live 
0 go into Another: chat they came to 
Vong; and chere Mrs. Gibber not being 
in well, defixed Mr. Sloper (who was at the 
ide of the Coach, before the Door of the 
Inn) to get her a Dram; chat Mr. Sloper 
brooght her a Glaſs of Rum. That ſhe 
== was above e Quarter of an Hour in the 
Coach at the Door of the Inn, white Mr. 
' Cer was in the Houſe providing for her 
Accommodation. That when Mr. Cibber 
was in the — nm in the Inn, ſhe -= 
2 


1 20 1 | 5 
ed her Husband a many Villains, and 
ſaid, that now he Fad ruined her Reputati- 
on, ſhe did not value if all the World knew 1 
that ſhe was with Child by Squire Sloper, 3 
and that ſhe loved him Ss, for he was 
an honourable Gentleman; that Mr. Koper 
took up a Room in the Iun for ſome time, 

{wore much, and fired a Piſtol; which 
one of the Witneſſes ſeemed will l 
believe was intended at him; but being 


4 


croſs- examined, he did own, that the Muz- 


zle of it was elevated, ſo as to point over 
the Stable; and alſo that Mr. Cibber and 
his Aſſiſtants had two Caſe of Piſtols load- 


ed. Theſe proved that Mr Sloper went 


away in the Night-time from the Inn, 
which determined Mr. Cibber to ſtay all 
Night; that he fat up all. Night himſelf; 
| and procured a Woman to lye in the Bed 1 
; wich his Wife. She would eat no Sup- 3 
per tho there was one provided; for ſne 
was Sulky. The next Day he did not take 
the direct Road to London, but drove a- 4 1 
croſs part of the Country and got to Lon- 
don in the Evening. | 4 
9 


6 Stint was ſworn. 

— tint *, *, Mr Cibber employed me to F. 
take Care of his Wife when he brought f 
her to Town, that ſhe might not be taken 
away again, and he uſed her, and — 


We hear that Mr. Sint is a Candle-Sauffer at 
the Fly: houſe. - = 


5 


| Un] 
Hr her very honourably, and gave Ordets 
at the Tavern, the Bull. bead, near Clare- 
Market, that ſhe ſhould want for nothing: 
Meat was dreſſed there for her, and — 
to her, and Wine, a pint of White, and 
a pint of Red: She complained that it was 
cold Weather, and I made hera Fire, and 
locked her up in the Room, but ſhe knock- 
ed and called, and begged for God's Sake 
2X 1 would let her out, or elſe ſhe ſhould be 
Stifled, for the Chimney Smoaked : So 
l let her out, and put out the Fire. Mr 
Thomas Arne, her Brother, came there, 
and he begged and prayed that I would 
let her go along with him; but I would 
not break my Truſt, I could not do it : 
He came {ſeveral times, and finding I would 
not do it, began to break open the- Houſe, 
and at the ſame time bid her cry out Mur- 
der, ſhe cried out Murder, and I believe 
there was an hundred Mob aſſiſting him 
do break open the Houſe. I had a Caſe of 
=X Piſtols, and laid my Back againſt the Door; 
but they were too ſtro — me, and took 
my Piſtols out of each and held me 
faſt by each Arm; and beat me ſeverely, and 
core all the Clothes off my Back, and took 
Mrs. Cibber away with them. 
2 - Applesford | the Reading Stage- 
— Coachman | was ſworn, 
This Witneſs proved that he was hired 
to carry two Ladies and a Gentleman, 
Ef ſometimes 


ſometime in September laſt from Slough > | 
Reading. He was to meet them at Sloagh, 
and met _—_— accordingly. The Gentle- 
man walked out of Town in his — 2 | 
bout half an Hoar before the Coach, and 
frm the Witneſs overtook him, he took 


1 Charges; and ſeveral other Witnel- 


| es from Slough, were alſo paid, who had 
nothing to {ay to the Purpoſe. Y 


had been inſinuated that Mrs C:bber at that 


opened the Defence. Atd among other 4% 
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1 


— 


im in: He . berther him nor the 7 
omen. 4 


This Wiel, was paid to Wenne for 4 


4 Mrs. Brett mas ſworn. 9 
e hs, the Marriage; and being 
arked — and where ſhe ſaw Mrs Cibber 3 
laſt? She anſwered, this Morning, at her 
Mother's. : 4 

This laſt Queſtion was arked becauſe it 4 


very time cohabited with Mr Soper. 
Mr, Serjeant Eyre, for the Defendant, 1 


Things obſerved; that he believed this was 
lt Action of che kind, that ever came 
— the Theatre; that he never heard * 
that it was a place celebrated for Virtue: 3 
that Mr Sollicitor General had taken ſome | 4 
pains to diſplay the Plaintiff's Pedigree as 
deſcended from Wiiliam of Wickham; hat | I 
there was no Proof made of this Pedigree; / 1 
he obſetved i in the time of M¶ iliam of 
| Wickham, | I 


4 


4 
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1 
© 3:;kbam; who was a Clergyman, Celiba- 
» cy prevailed among the Clergy ; therefore 
„che Plaintiff could not be deſcended in a 
4 Ke line from bim. That Leve is the 
moſt governing Paſſion in human Nature; 
that as it 48 ©, all Theatrical Performances 
abound wich it ; that they cannot expec 
to pleaſe witho it: That a very wiſe and 
Y codes Man who bath wrote one of the 
© beſt Plays extant, could not depend on his 
Hero for Succeſs; that he was forced to 
interlatd it with Love Scenes, or it might 
4 A probably have been damn d the firft Night; 
and this is che Tragedy of Cato. That᷑ the 
Hero of this Piece; that very Cato; the 
g png: Man of :the Time he lived in; ts 
hoy 1 recorded. in:Haftory to have had-very free 
\ Nations of Love and Matrimony; chat he 
Ent his Wife #9 2 Friend te breed out of 
her, and when they had done, he took 
Y Y her back again, very well contented. That 
che Players ate « People who ac, and en- 
=, 3 ter into all manner of Characters, that their 
was | 4 Nen and Women are made to fall in Love 
me wich each other exery Day, this Day with 
ard one, To nerrom wiarh another ; that this 
we: Practice in Variety muſt give them an un! 
w. 1 common Propentity co Love, without any 
OSoogament of the Paſſion to a particular 
Sobiect; that tis very likely this enters 
into their common. Couiſe of Life. That 
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that can engage the Eye and Ear, and | 
ſtrike the Imagination of young Gentle- | 
men; they dreſs, that, ſing, dance, and 
every way Charm ungarded young Gen- 
tlemen, who are not aware of any ill Con- 
ſequences. That it had already appeared, 
and would further appear in the Courſe ot 
the Evidence, that if there was a Suſpici- 
on of any thing amiſs in the Acquaintance 8 
between Mr Sloper and Mrs Cibber, that 
the Plaintiff muſt thank himſelf for it ; 
that the Plaintiff had taken Pains to bring 
them acquainted, to live under the fame * 
Roof, and uſed to leave them together to 
improve their Acquaintance; he (Ser- 
jeant Eyre) hoped, that nothing criminal 
had paſſed between them; but if there had, 
the Plaintiff had certainly encouraged it, 
and had no Pretence to come to a Jury for 
Damages. . 1 
- Mr. Lloyd, on the ſame Side, made an ex- 
cellent Speech, which we do not take upon 
us to give the Reader; we ſhall only menti- 
on a Hint or two. He hoped (as Mr Serjeant 
Eyre had done) that nothing Criminal had 
paſſed between the Defendant and the Plan- 
tiffs Wife; but if any thing ſeemed to tend 
that way, it at the ſame time appeared, that 
the Plaintiff was privy and conſenting to 
whatever Intercourſe Familiarities there 
paſſed between them. That if there 
had been any thing done amiſs with ſuch WF 
25 TT | 


we 
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E 
Circumſtances (he ſubmitted to his Lord · 
ſhip's Direction, but )apprehendedthatthe . 
Plantiff had no Wrongdone him, upon this 
Maxim in Law and Reaſon, Volenti non;fit ; 


„ Ens lach Conſent; ) do find a Verdick for 
ye Plantiff, it would at leaſt be fit and 


at Ineceſſary for the Gentlemen of the Jury 


c proportion it to the Size of the Trelpals, 
5 Prhich he hoped would be taken in Conſi- 
5 Feration upon this Occaſion He ſaid this 


nd much more, in a much better manner 
han we can relate it ( for a Reaſon alrea- 
- Wy given) and proceed to the Evidence 
or the Defendant. 9 815 | 
oy "= Anne Hopſon was ſworn. +  . 
- 2 Did you lodge at Mr. Hayes's about 
his time Twelve-mon tg 
Anne | Hepſon. Les, Sir, I was then out 
"on f Service. I had left Mr. Cibber's; and 
ar Intended to follow the Buſineſs of Man- 
a' making: I was bred to it. 
bad O. Did Mr. Sloper and Mrs Cibber 
metimes meet at your Lodgings ? + 
Anne Hopſon. Yes, they came to ſee me 
ey often. They defired they might 
g to ome there, and uſually had a bit of ſome · 
here N "5 for Supper. | 


For what Purpoſe did they meet? 
* T Anne 


here 


; 
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Anne Hopſon. As they were Acquain- 
fance, to converſe together. I 
D. Did you uſe to go out, and leave 
them alone together? 4 
Aune Hopſon. Les, I often had occaſion 3 
to' go and buy Jomethin for Supper, or 
ſome Tea and Sugar = had occaſion ta 
be below na to get Supper ready. 43 
When you came up Stairs did you 

uſe do find the Chamber-door faſt? 3 
Anne Hopſon. Sometimes it was fo; : and 
Mr. > uſed to open.itto m. 
ray what coals you believe was 
wk Decebon of theſe private Meetings. 
Anne Hopſon. I will _ you all I know * 
af the Matter. Ido not fear my Character; 
there are enough in Court — will . A 
me a very good Character. It was about 1 
March was Twelve · month that Mr So. 
— uſed firſt to come to our Houſe, to 4 
r. Cibber's : The Servants did not know 
who he was; but my Maſter called him f 
Mr. Benefit, and uſed to ſay he was 2 
Romp, and a good-natured Boy, Mr. 
Pibber was then very bate of Money, and I 
* of his Creditors. I was very ſorry for 3 
ie; for he owed mea good deal of Mo- 
e and does ſo ſtill. But one Day he 
told me: Anne, ſays he, I ſhall have 2 
good deal of Money ſoon, and you ſhall | 4 
have ſome. And I know he ſoon after [ 
had a good deal of Money, and he | 
me 
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me five Guineas. That Summer we went 
to lodge at King on. and Mr. Sloper with 
us. My Maſter uſed often to leave Mr, 
Sloper and my Miſtreſs at Home, and go 
A Ridin or Abroad ſome where or other. 
'The reſi of the Servants wondered at. it as 
well as I; but I knew no Harm. They 
did not know Mr. Soper's Name. My 
Maſter called him his Couſin Thompſou. 
Afterwards when they came to Town l left 
the Service, and took chat Lodging. In 
laſt Spring, about March laft I lived wich 
them My Maſter took me afide, 
and me promiſe Secrecy concerning 
ſomething he was about to ſay to me. He 
told me he was going to France: That 
there was an Affair between Mr Sloper 
and his Wife: That he was ruined for e- 
ver if it ſhould be publickly known: And 
he made me promiſe: to live with her till 
he ſhould come back, that the reſt of the 
Servants might not know anything of the 
Matter. I promiſed him. They took 
Lodgings at Ken/ington, and my Maſter 
went to France in March or April: He 
was ſome Weeks gone, and in his Abſence 
Mr Super was commonly at the Lodgings 


at Kenſington, When my Maſter came 
back he was at a Bagnio in Googman's Fields, 
and ſent Word to my Miſtreſs. Mr Hioper 
was not then at Kenſington. My Miſtreſs 
and I went to Gcodman's Fields in a Hack- 
ney Coach, and he came back with us to 

| D 2 Ken- 


28 | 
Kenſington. In our Return we rg 
our Coach twoor three times by the May, 
that he might not be diſcovered. She 
told him, ' ſhe expected Mr Sloper in 
a Day or two, My Maſter ſaid he 
would take a Lodging when Mr Sloper 


came; or if there was not time for that, 


he would go lie at fome Inn in the Town. 
Within two or three Days Mr Sloper came, 
and then Mr Cibber ſentand took a Lodg- 
ing at Blue Green, and after Supper about 


nine or ten o'Clock he went there, with a 


Man carrying a Lanthorn and Candle, and 


left Mrs Cibber and Mr Sloper at the Lodg- 


ings at Kenſington. He came back co 
| Breakfaſt next morning, and dined and 
I believe ſupped; and ſo. he did ſeveral i 


Days, till Mr Sioper went away; and then 


Mr Cibber paid off the Lodgings atBlue- 


Green, and came to the Lodgings in Ken- 
fington to his Wife. > PRION" . 


2 Was you at Burnham with Mr Cib- 
ber and his Wife, and Mr Sloper ?. 3 


Anne Hopſon. Yes, laſt Summer it was, 


they three and I looked over the Houle ; if 
that they might contrive in what Rooms 
to lie, and the reſt of the Servants know 
nothing of the Affair. It was a large Houſe i 


ſeven Rooms on a Floor. Mr Cibber's 


Bedchamber and Mr Sloper's had a Door 
opened between them. Mrs Cibber uſed to 
undreſs herſelf in my Maſter's Room; and 
leave her Clothes there, and put on a Bed- 


4 Wn 
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wn, and take away one of the Pillows 
rom my Maſter's Bed, and go away to 
r 'Sloper's Room; my Maſter uſed to 
ut the Door after her, and ſay, Good 
joht my Dear; and ſometimes he uſed 
> knock at their Door in a Morning, to 
an them up to Breakfaſt, and at other 
Times he ſent me to call them; and the 
Finow was brought back again; for my 
Maſter's Bed was always made with the 
vo Pilows.  -- | 


O Did you ſee Mrs Cibber the Day ſhe 


a 

d as reſcued, and where? 5 
- Anne Hopſon. Yes, I ſaw her at her 
o Mothers Mrs Arne s. i 
d ©. Was Mr Sloper there? 


Anne Hopſon. He was there. 

What became of Mrs Cibber? 

= Anne Hopſon. I do not know, ſhe went 
way ſome where. I did not ſee her till 

Voor three Days afterwards. | 

2 Did you go down into the Country 

ich her afterwards, . - 


8, Anne Hepſon. Ves, we went to Reading. 
; Mr Hiper met us at Slough, and there we 
ns vent into the Reading Coach, Mr Sloper 
w alked out ſome time before us, and the 
ſe oach took him. 5 
© Where was Mrs. C:bber afterwards? 
or 8 Ann? Hopſon, Ar Reading with Mr 
to per, till ſhe came to Town about five 
id Weeks ago. 3 
d- | Mrs 
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ing the meaning of it, ſhe had for Anſwer, 


never ſaw Mrs Cibber undreſs; nor do 


reſt of the Council, ſo as to 


we ſhall mention but a few hints from hi 
Speech. 


| Council ſhewed himſelf related to Milian 


FW 

Mrs Carter ( the Wife 0 a former Wit 
" neſs ) was ſworn. 

She gave in Subſtance the ſame Evidence 
that her Husband did before ; and that Mr 
Sloper uſed to pay her the Money for 
Houſekeeping. That when the Lodging 
was taken at le- Green, and upon her ask 


it was becauſe Mr Cibber was a mean piri 


red 

©. Why would dyou keep ſuch a Houſe! 
6 Carter. I thought it no Buſineſs off 
mine, if the Huben conſented and wall 
ſatisfied. | 
Jane Philips was ſworn, 
© Givethe Court, Ec. 1 
Jane Philips. 1 lived at Burnbam, and 
uſed to make the Beds. Mr Cibber and | 
Mr Sloper's Beds. There were two Pillou ig 
on Mr Cibber's Bed, and only one Pillovy 
on Mr Sloper's; but there was the mark oi 
onlyone Perſon having lain in Mr Cibber's 

Bed, and of two in Mr Jloper's. Thi 
Bed chambers opened into each other : 18 


| 
= 
| 
| 


not know who brought back the Pillow | 
* morning. 
As hath been ſaid with > wp to the 


r Murray: 


He obſerved that the Plaintiff by hi for 


of 


('31] 
Wickham; but would have been better 
entitled to claim that Alliance if he had ob- 
erved William of Wickham's Motto, that. 
grals make the Man. The Words are 


571. 


c anner tnake the Man; but Manners ate 
here intended to fignify Morals, 
*. That upon the whole of the Evidence, 
wer he the Council) was afraid that the Plain- 


iffs Wife aüd the Defendant had gone 
0 you 1 = wee 
er K not only to have 
een with the Plaintiff s Conſent, but even 
o have been concerted by him. That the 
Pefendant was a young Gentleman of 
ortune, who became acquainted: with a 
layer and his Wife: at ſhe being 
liſtreſs of the alluring Arts of the Stage, 
Wirſt engages the young Gentleman's Af- 
Wc tion and draws. him in, and this with 
he Husband's Privity and: Aſſiſtance. For 
| he Plaintiff conceals the Defendanr's true 
Name from the Knowledge of theServants,. 


Der t one place he | 
place he calls him Couſin Thompſon, 
The another, Mr Benefit, a cant Name, ta- 
r: 5 from a particular Night in the Lear 
* hen they get a great deal of Money. The 


laintiff tells the Servants the Defendant 
8a Romp and à good natur d Boy; and he 
akesa of him. He takes his money, 
lets him maintain his Family, reſigns his 
ife ro him, and then comes to a Court 
f Juſtice, and to a Jury of Gentlemen 
or Reparation in Damages. The Council 

ee. OO 
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further repreſented, that it would be of 
the utmoſt ill Conſequence, if it ſhould; 
once come to be underſtood in the World, 
that two artful People, being Husband and. 
Wife might lay a Snare for the Affectiont 
of an unwary young Gentleman, take a 
Sum of money from him, and when he 
would part with no more, then come fot 
a ſecond Sum to a Court of Juſtice. : 
That he (the Council) deſired to be 
underſtood as by no means an Advocate, 
for the Immorality of the Action; but 
this is not a Proſecution for the Publick, 
or to puniſh the Immorality : This is on- 
ly a Queſtion whether the Defendant has 
injur'd the Plaintiff; and certainly the 
Elantiff cannot be injured, if he has not! 
only conſented, but has even taken a Price. 
However if it ſnould be thought requi- 
fire to find a Verdict for the Plantiff; we) 
had not a Denomination of Coin ſmall e- 
nough to be given him in Damages. 
Nr Sollicitor General in his Reply, ob- 
ſerved the ill Conſequence of letting it pals; 
for Law that Men might ſell their Wives, 
which would be the Conſequence of gi- 
ving a Verdict for the Defendant. 
His Lordthip ſummed up the Evidence. 
And the Jury withdrew, and in about 
half an Hour, brought in a Verdict for! 
tke Plaintiff, and Len Pounds Damages. 
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